
ADVISORY BOARD 2024-2025

Carlos Alberto Otal,
Chair of the Dream Project Advisory Board
Senior Partner,
Catapult Growth Partners

John Andelin
Community Leader

Honorable Ricardy Anderson
School Board Member,
Fairfax County School Board

Gaston Araoz
Latino & External Affairs Representative,
Dominion Energy

Dr. Katherine Barko-Alva
Assistant Professor of ESL/Bilingual Education,
William and Mary School of Education

Dr. Nathan Carter
Chief Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Officer
Northern Virginia Community College

Honorable Cristina Diaz-Torres
School Board Member,
Arlington Public Schools

Dr. Francisco Durán
Superintendent,
Arlington Public Schools

Senator Adam Ebbin
Virginia Senator - 30th District

Senator Barbara Favola
Virginia Senator - 31st District

Denise Ferguson
Community Leader

Anita Friedman
Director,
Arlington County Department of Human Services

Magaly Galdo-Hirst
Mason Hirst Foundation

Ginger Geoffrey
Community Leader

Ingrid Guerra-Lopez
Dean, College of Education and Human
Development
George Mason University

Rebecca Herman
Chair,
Herman Family Foundation

Dr. Bethany Letiecq
Associate Professor,
College of Education & Human Development,
George Mason University

Rita Lewis
Community Leader



ADVISORY BOARD 2024-2025

Delegate Alfonso Lopez
3rd District Representative,
Virginia House of Delegates

Cressida McKean
Community Leader

Tara Palacios
Director, BizLaunch
Arlington Economic Development

Honorable Dalia Palchik
Supervisor,
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

John Porter
Board Member,
Northern Virginia Community College

Jane Powell
Board Chair Emerita,
The Dream Project

Andy Shallal
Founder and CEO,
Busboys and Poets

Dr. Matthew Shank
President Emeritus, Marymount University
President, Virginia Foundation for Independent
Colleges

Justine Springberg
Lead EL Teacher,
Yorktown High School

Honorable Walter Tejada
President,
Virginia Latino Leaders Council

Kathy Tenhula
Board Chair,
The Frechette Family Foundation

Emma Violand-Sánchez
Dream Project Founder and Board Chair Emerita,
The Dream Project


